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PO YOU WANT TO HELP CHICKENS
AND OTHER ANIMALS?

Check out VegKids.com today for information,
plus fun games, contests, and more.

COMICS

Tell your parents to order PETA’s free vegetarian
starter kit. Ask them to call 1-888-VEG-FOOD.

PerA For a free elephant comic, write to:
PETA, Free Elephant Comic, 501 Front St., Norfolk,VA 23510 3/03 VEG264



AWESOME CHICKENS!

CHICKENS ARE AMAZING ANIMALS! DID YOU KNOW . . .

CHICKENS WERE DOMESTICATED
ABOUT 8,000 YEARS AGQO. THE
CHICKEN WAS ONCE CONSIDERED
A SACPED ANIMAL SYMBOLIZING
THE SUN.

ALL DOMESTIC CHICKENS ARE
RELATED TO SALLUS SALLUS,
THE RED JUNELE FOWL.

IN 1888, THE AVERASE HEN LAID
ABOUT 100 ESES PER YEAR.
TODAY'S OVERWORKED, STRESSED
CHICKENS AVERASE ABOUT 256
EGES PER YEAR.
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CHICKENS ON BlI& FARMS APE
OFTEN FED THEI? OWN WASTE
AND FEATHERPS — AS WELL AS
SPOUND-UP CATTLE, PIES, AND

EVEN OTHER CHICKENS.

CHICKENS MAKE SOUNDS WITH
SPECIFIC MEANINGS. THEY &IVE
DIFFERENT ALARM CALLS WHEN
THREATENED BY DIFFERENT
PREDATORS.

HENS AND CHICKS TALK WITH
EACH OTHER . . . EVEN WHILE THE
CHICK 1S STILL INSIDE THE E&S/

CLUCK,
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A MOTHER HEN WILL PROTECT
HER BAEBIES FROM DANGER.

f&/jg

HENS WILL LET THEIR? BABIES HIDE
UNDER THEIR WINES IN RAIN ..,

.. AND SIT ON THEIR BACKS IN
THE SUN/

ROOSTERS HELP HENS 8UILD
NESTS OQUT OF TWIES, HAY,
FEATHERS, AND DIRT.

CHICKENS ARE SMART! IN SCIENTIFIC
TESTS, NOT ON FARMS, THEY HAVE
LEARNED TO OPEN DOORS AND TURN
OFF THE HEAT WHEN THEY WANT TO
CO0L OFF.

CHICKENS WHO ARE TREATED KINDLY
ARE FRIENDLY — SOME LIKE TO 5IT
ON PEOPLE'S LAPS.

MEETING OUR FEATHERED FRIENDS: CHICKENS

HEY, HALEY AND TYLER,

WHAT ARE YOU DOING
TOMORROW?

NOT MUCH, ZACH.
WHAT'S UP?

[
weLL, po you | | SHRE

WANT TO 80 SEE
SOME COOL
ANIMALS?

GREAT! LET'S MEET

IN THE MORNING
AND WE'LL 60,

. ARE WE GOINEP

TO MEET
SOME

" YEAH, WHERE




HEY, ZACH. 20T
SOME FRIENDS
WITH YOU TODAY?

T BET THEY THINK
" THE SAME THING

ABOUT ME.

it
LIVE
IS HALE‘!;fHG . CHICKEN BEFORE.

HOW IS CHARLOTTE
POING THESE DAYS, |

APE THESE CHICKENS
PEALLY YOUR FRIENDS?




SHE'S DOING GREAT, SHE'S
100 TIMES HEALTHIER THAN
WHEN YOU

FIRST MET

HER,

BEFORE CHARLOTTE CAME
TO LIVE HERE, SHE WAS
LIVING ON A FARM WITH
THOUSANDS OF OTHER
CHICKENS WHO WERE KEPT
IN TINY CAGES IN A DIRTY
WAREHOUSE, WHERE THEY
LAID EEES.

SHE WANTED TO sUILD
A NEST BUT COLILDN'T.
SHE WANTED TO STRETCH
HER WINGS BUT COULDON'T,
HER TINY CASE WAS BUILT
S0 THAT EVERY EGS SHE
EVER LAID ROLLED AWAY

A CONVEYOR BELT.

FROM HER , , . AND ONTO MEH
-
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ALL SHE COULD DO WAS SIT THERE.
WHEN THE CHICKENS COULDN'T
PRODUCE AS MANY EGSS AS THE
FARMER WANTED, FIRST THE FARMER
WOULD TAKE AWAY FOOD FROM

THE CHICKENS. FARMERS DISCOVERED
THAT STARVING THE HENS MAKES
THEM PRODUCE MORE E&SS FOR

A UTTLE WHILE.

WHEN THAT STOPPED WOPRKING,
ALL THE CHICKENS WERE LOADED
ONTO A TRPUCK AND SENT TO

A SLAUSHTERHOUSE,

CHARLOTTE AND QOO0 OTHER

CHICKENS WERE JAMMED ONTO
THE TRUCK FOR THEIR LONG
JOURNEY IN THE ELURNING SLIN.

BUT SOMEWHERE ALONE THE WAY
CHARLOTTE AND SOME OTHERS
FELL OFF. SHE WAS TIRED, BRUISED,
AND WEAK, SO SHE SAT AT THE SIDE
OF THE ROAD, NOT MOVING. ABOUT
A DOZEN OF HER FRIENDS WERE ON

THE POAD, TOO .. . DEAD!

A COUPLE OF MY FRIENDS FOLUND
THEM . . . AND BROUSHT CHARLOTTH

RYAN, WITH THIS Bi&
FARM AND THAT COZY |
BARN, YOU CAN MAKE =
A NICE HOME FOR A f




WE TOOK HER TO THE VET, WHO
SAVE HER SOME MEDICINE, AND
BROUGHT HER BACK HERE.

I DION'T KNOW PRk M3 S
VETS TAKE CARE TAKES CARE
OF CHICKENS! OF ALL THESE
! CHICKENS, AND

MY BUDDIES

WHEN CHAPLOTTE FIRST
CAME HERE, WE WEREN'T |
SURE THAT SHE WOULLD
KNOW WHAT TO DO.
g — _YOU MEAN?

WELL, SHE'D NEVER TOUCHED THE
SROUND WITH HER FEET LINTIL SHE
FELL OFF THAT TRUCK. BEFORE
THAT, SHE HAD ONLY KNOWN A
WIRE CAGE.

SHE'D NEVER EVEN FELT THE SUN
ON HER BACK BEFORE.

BUT JUST AS WE KNOW WHAT WE
WANT, 50 DO CHICKENS. CHARLOTTE
HAS TOLD ME THAT SHE'S HAPPY NOW.

WHAT DO = SHE SHOWS ME —
YOU MEAN  AND EVERYONE WHO
SHE "TOLD"  VISITS HERPE = THAT

SHE DOESN'T WANT

TO BE CRAMMED INTO
4 TINY, FILTHY CASE.

you?

SHE WANTS TO TAKE DUST BATHS . .,

-« STRETCH HER WINES . . .

. . . PECK THE SRPOUND . . .

.« « MAKE COZY NESTS, KEEP HER
FEATHERS BEAUTIFLL AND NEAT,
AND 51T IN THE SUN WITH HER FRIENDS.

WHEN I LET HER INTO THE HOUSE,
SHE ALS0O ENJOYS MUSIC,
CLUCKING HAPPLLY TO THE BEAT.
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WHY IS HER BEAK
LIKE THAT? IT'S
L CLT OFP!

WHEN SHE WAS 4 BABY, THE FARMER
CUT HER BEAK OFF SO THAT SHE
WOLLDN'T PECK OTHER CHICKENS
IN HER CRAMPED CAGE,

CHICKENS &ET ALONE BY CHOOSING
PLACES FOR MEMBERS OF THEIR
FLOCK, FEOM THE "TOP 2IP0" ALL THE
WAY DOWN. IT'S CALLED A "PECKING
ORDER." BUT WHEN THEY CAN'T DO
THIS, THEY MUST FISHT FOR SPACE
AMD FODD,
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T WAS VERY SCARY AND
UPSETTING FOR HER AND THE
OTHER CHICKENS, JUST AS
T WOLLD BE IF YOU WERE
PUT IN & PHORME BOOTH
WITH S OTHER CHILDEEN.
A CHICKEN'S LIFE ON A
FACTORY FARM IS VERY
DIFFERENT FROM THE
LIFE A CHICKEN WOLLD
CHOOSE FOR HERSELF.

| WERE IN HER CABE? _

THE FACTORY

NATURE'S WAY EARPM WAY

CHICKS HATCH FROM E&ES
THAT THEIR MOMS SIT ON,
THEN AS THEY 6ROW UP, THEY
LEARN FROM EXPERIENCES
AND FEOM THEIR MOMS.

E&SS ARE TAKEN FROM
HENS AND SOLD IN STORES
FOR FOOD, OR THE CHICKS
ARE RAISED FOR FOOD.

CHICKENS PICK OUT SPOTS
TO MAKE COZY NESTS OUT
OF STRAW OR GRASS.

CHICKENS ARE KEPT IN WIRE
CAGES AND AREN'T SIVEN ANY
MATERIALS TO MAKE NESTS.

=

CHICKENS LIKE TO WALK
THROUGH GRASS AND
LINDER BUSHES, LOOKING
FOR YUMMY THINES TO EAT.

FARMERS &IVE CHICKENS
PLAIN, BORING PELLETS TO
EAT THAT HAVE DRUES AND
BUE KILLERS IN THEM.
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NATURE'S WAY

THE FACTORY
FARM WAY

CHICKENS ENJOY STRETCHING
THEIR WINES, NESTING IN LOW
BRANCHES, AND RLINNING AROUND
WITH THEIR FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

FARMERS GIVE CHICKENS DRLES
AND DO OTHER THINES TO MAKE
CHICKENS 6ROW SO FAST AND
50 BI& THAT THEY CAN BARELY

WALK OR STAND,
¢
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WHEN THEY ARE ALLOWED TO
LIVE NATURALLY, CHICKENS CAN
LIVE AS LONG AS 20 YEARS/

BUT ON BI& FARMS, HENS
RAISED TO LAY E&ES LIVE
LESS THAN TWO YEARS . ..

AND CHICKENS RAISED FOR

FOOD ARE KILLED FOR MEAT
WHEN THEY'PE STILL BABIES
— JUST A FEW WEEKS OLD!

THAT'S A YEAR LSO, STEVE WAS

HOPRIBLE!  JUST A LITTLE BALL OF
WHAT'S FLUFF. AGOUT THE SIZE
STEVE'S OF A PINE-PONS BALL,
STORY?

50 YOU e0T

HIM WHEN HE

 WAS A gAY
CHicK?

YEP. STEVE HATCHED WITH
HUNDREDS OF OTHER CHICKS
LUNDER A BRISHT LISHT IN A
HUSE SHED. HE NEVER KNEW
HIS MOTHER OR FATHER.

PEEP?

£

THE FARMER ONLY WANTED TO KEEP
THE HENS SO THAT HE COULD SELL
THEIR EGES, SO HE SEPARATED THE
MALE CHICKS FROM THE FEMALES . . .
AND TOSSED THEM INTO A DUMPSTER.

STEVE WAS ONE OF THEM, HE WAS
SLUPPOSED TO BE &RPOUND UP FOR
|FERTILIZER, BUT HE FELL OUT WHEN
THE DUMPSTER TIPPED OVER,

A KIND MAN WHO STARTED WORK
AT THE HATCHERY THAT DAY
FOUND HIM UNDER A PIECE OF
MACHINERY, SHIVERING.




HE PICKED HIM LR, PLUT HIM INSIDE
HIS SHIRT TO KEEP HIM WARM, AND
BROUEGHT HIM TO ME. THE KIND
MAN DECIDED NEVER TO &0 BACK
TO WORK THERE.

MUCH AS T CAN.

PEOPLE DON'T KNOW HOW TO TAKE
CARE OF CHICKS THE WAY A
MOTHER HEN CAN! T'M &LAD THAT

I CAN HELP THESE CHICKENS AS

WHAT ABOUT ANMNA,
THE OTHER CHICKEN?

I VOLUNTEER AT OUR LOCAL HUMANE
SOCIETY, ANNA WAS BROUGHT IN WHEN
SHE WAS A COUPLE OF WEEKS OLD,

AND T'M sLAD WHAT CHICKENS

THAT I CAN HELP DO YOU HELP,
ZACH?

|CHICKENS, TOO.

SHE WAS THE ONLY CHICK WHO
HATCHED IN A DUME SCHOOL
EXPERIMENT, THE SCHOOL DIDN'T
KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH HER SO
THE TEACHER TOOK HER TO THE
ANIMAL SHELTER.

=)

HEY! WE HATCHED CHICKS
IN MY SCHOOL BACK IN
JdND SRADE. AFTER THE
CHICKS HATCHED, OUR
TEACHER DIDN'T KNOW
WHAT TO DO, EITHER,

HE TOOK THEM TO THE
POUND.

THE ONES
I DON'T EAT,
WHICH IS ALL

OF THEM/

WE WANT TO
HELP CHICKENS,
TOO!

THAT'S A GREAT WAY
TO HELP THESE &UYS
AND OTHER CHICKENS.
THEY NEED ALL THE
HELP THEY CAN &ET.




SAVE THE CHICKENS!

Chi ckens are amazing ani mal s.

Duh that s a no-brainer! They re

shy, sensitive birds who make great ﬁ
friends, don tcha think? So help ﬂ,
chickens today by not eating them

Al'l the words |listed bel ow appear
somewhere in the puzzle sideways,
forward, backward, diagonally,
and up and down. Circle each word
(as shown in the exanple).
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